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Let It Alone This Year Also
By Pastor Dennis Norby

Luke 13:6 And he told this parable: "A man had a
fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7 And he said to the
vinedresser, 'Look, for three years now I have
come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none.
Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?' 8
And he answered him, 'Sir, let it alone this year
also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9
Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and
good; but if not, you can cut it down.'"
This short little parable reminds us of the perfect
patience of God. This little parable follows the
stern warning of Jesus Christ to repent. Jesus’ parable helps us understand that God is not unstable
and unable to control His anger. God does not
have a short temper but there will be a time when
His patience comes to an end.
The parable quickly provides us with a distressing reality, a tree that had been planted in a suitable place and given regular attention but was not
bearing fruit. This is not a wild tree growing in the
vineyard the owner planted it there. Lenski in his
commentary on this passage says, “It is precisely
because the owner planted this fig tree in his own
vineyard that he had every right to expect it to
bear fruit” (p. 727).
Two parables in other places in Scripture are
similar to this parable in Luke. In Isaiah 5:1-7 we
have the Vineyard of the Beloved. In Isaiah 5:4 it
says, “What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for
it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?”
These words, “wild grapes,” could be translated
“stinking grapes,” or “worthless things.” These
worthless grapes give us the idea that not only has
Israel not brought forth good fruit that which they
have brought forth are despised and disgusting.
The other passage that has some similarities is
Matthew 21:33-46, the Parable of the Tenants. It
shows the wicked tenants taking over the vineyard. The people who heard this parable knew the
answer when asked what would happen to the
wicked tenants. In v. 41 it says, “They said to him,
‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death
and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will
give him the fruits in their seasons.’”

The owner in both of those parables is God
Himself. He is the owner of the vineyard in this
parable as well. These passages all give us a picture of the nation of Israel. The nation had turned
away from God, and especially the religious leaders should have recognized their sins and turned to
God for forgiveness.
The parable in Luke describes for us the coming
of Jesus. They have been given more time. Some
have suggested that the three years mentioned is a
hint at the length of Christ’s ministry in Israel.
The Savior Jesus coming to them shows God’s
patience. God is saying to them, “Repent, now is
the time to bear fruit.” Let us not forget that the
thing that God truly desires from each one of us is
faith. Faith bears fruits.
With all the evil in this world we sometimes
wonder how long will God be patient? How long
will it be before the wicked are cut down? We cry
out with the saints mentioned in Revelation 6:10
who say, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how
long before you will judge and avenge our blood
on those who dwell on the earth?"
Patience is a rare virtue but one that God has
continued to show also to us as we have rebelled
and acted in wickedness. Far too often we have
neglected caring for those in need, we have taken
for granted the opportunities to hear God’s Word,
and we have not acted in patience which the
Apostle Paul lists as one of the fruits of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22).
Augustine, one of the great theologians of the
past, said as a way of interpreting and applying
this parable, “The gardener who intercedes, is every saint who within the Church prays for those
who are without the Church.” (Lutheran Study
Bible, p. 1743). In saying this he prompts us to
patiently pray for those whom God has also been
patiently waiting for to repent.
There is also judgment in this text. When the
owner tells the gardener to cut the tree down it is
the strongest judgment possible. And it may at
first look like this is a disagreement between the
Father and the Son, the owner and the vinedresser.
But the truth becomes clear when the owner consents to the additional time. He also desires to see
fruit come from this tree He planted.
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The truth is that here we see the only thing that
stands between us and the wrath of God. It is Jesus. Without the work of Christ, the wrath of God
would be unleashed upon us. We would be cut
down. We would be punished; condemned; rejected. This is why Isaiah’s words should bring us
such comfort: “Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil
with the strong, because he poured out his soul to
death and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12).
You and I are here living and breathing, God’s
Word is still proclaimed, and so we can be confident that now is the time to repent. This is the fruit
He desires to see from all of us. May the Holy
Spirit work repentance in us all now and until we
see the Lord face to face. Amen.

Zion’s Schedule
Sundays
9am Divine Worship
10am Fellowship
Wednesdays
7pm Lenten Service at Grace
Winter Bible Study
March 6
6pm at Alley Beans
We will begin with dinner
followed by a Study on the Book
of Esther

Daylight Saving Time
begins Sunday, March 13.
Remember to set your
clocks ahead one hour!

Grace Free Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
Thursday, March 10, 2022
Deacons Meet 6:30pm
Boards Meet 7pm
Council Meets 8pm
Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly
financial report are available in the copy room.

Financial Summary

As of 2/25/22
General Fund=$140,189.20
Building Improvement Fund=$26,668.23
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$2,140.00;
Exterior Maintenance=$23,045.00)
Scholarship Fund=$5,178.22
Seminary Fund=$12,309.54
General Fund CD=$40,268.71
Parking Lot Fund CD=$45,957.18
General Fund Average Weekly Income $7,967.34
General Fund Average Weekly Expense $6,027.85

Lenten Services~
Ash Wednesday Service
March 2 at 7pm
Lenten Services
Wednesdays at 7pm
*Refreshments will be served by the youth
following the services beginning March 9.
A free will offering will be taken for the Youth
Group
*Confirmation will begin at 5:45pm during Lent.

Sunday worship & Wednesday Lenten services are
livestreamed and archived at
gracefree.com/watch-online
If you have any problems with the livestream,
don’t hesitate to contact the church office.

He’s Alive
Rehearsal Schedule
Wednesday, March 9
8:00 PMWednesday, March 16
8:00 PMWednesday, March 23
6:00 PM8:00 PMWednesday, March 30
6:00 PM8:00 PMSunday, April 3
9:00 AMWednesday, April 6
6:00 PM8:00 PMSaturday, April 9
9:00 AM1:00 PM-

4th Annual Ladies Salad Supper
at Grace Free Lutheran Church

Friday, March 25, 2022

Supper begins at 5:30pm and Program at 7pm
HA singers rehearse; HA quartet
rehearse; narration - library
HA singers rehearse; HA quartet
rehearse; narration - sanctuary
Costume Fitting
All Cast music rehearsalsanctuary
Narration- library; All Castsanctuary
Narration- library; All Castsanctuary

Join us for fellowship, a delicious meal, beautiful
music, and Soul filling message. A love offering
will be taken to cover the costs of the event.

FULLY KNOWN, FULLY LOVED
The theme this year is Fully Known, Fully Loved
with speaker Amy Skogerboe. Music will be
provided by SueAnn Berntson and Amy & Joshua
Skogerboe.

Soloists rehearsal- sanctuary
Narration- library; All Castsanctuary
Narration- library; All Castsanctuary
Set Completion
Full run rehearsal

Sunday, April 10
9:00 AM1:00 PM-

Soloists rehearsal- sanctuary
Full run rehearsal

Wednesday, April 13
5:00 PM7:00 PM-

Cast & crew arrive in shifts
Dress rehearsal

Thursday, April 14
8:00 PM-

Leadership meeting

Friday, April 15
5:00 PM7:00 PM-

Cast & crew arrive in shifts
“He’s Alive”

Saturday, April 16
5:00 PM7:00 PM-

Cast & crew arrive in shifts
“He’s Alive”

Meet Amy:
“45 years ago, Amy Skogerboe (then Amy Lee)
was the pastor’s daughter at Grace Free Lutheran
in Valley City, and she is thrilled with the opportunity to come back and share in the ministry! She
is now the mother to 5 mostly grown sons, runs
two businesses from her home, and also is serving
proudly as foster momma to two littles for the past
two years. Their family resides and ministers just
outside of Chicago, IL, where her husband Joshua
is the pastor at an AFLC congregation. Amy’s passion in ministry focuses around speaking truth to
our identity in Christ and His call on our lives, and
learning to live those things out imperfectly but
powerfully for Kingdom purposes.”
We hope you will join us for a wonderful evening
for ladies of all ages.

Children’s Ministry News
Answers for Kids will not meet during Lent.
March 13– Omega Sunday School (grades 4-8)
will sing for special music

Youth Lock-in
Friday, March 18
The Youth will serve refreshments
following Wednesday Lenten services
beginning March 9.
Youth Group will resume April 20.

2 Suzette Trenda
3 Brandon Stensland
4 Emery Olson (Matt)
7 Benjamin Melvin
(Randy)
Tori Christensen
(Frank)
9 Jonah Norby (Dennis)
11 Doris Sanden
Cindy Tatom
16 Naomi Hanson (Troy)
17 Bonita Roswick
18 Toby Larson
21 Barry Borg
Justin Roswick (Cody)
22 Scott Roehrich
25 Ella Olson (Matt)
26 Daryl Stensland

29 Rose Zeltinger
(Jeremy)
31 Jack Schroeder
(Josh)
Missionaries
11 Jonathan Abel
13 Brent Raan
18 Selah Olson
(Andrew)

There are two opportunities coming up to
help out Project Ignite Light.
Thursday, March 3 at 1pm the quilters will
be re-tying fleece blankets.
Wednesday, March 9 at 1pm the quilters
will be making new blankets.
Anyone is welcome to come and help out
with this important ministry!

Faith Evening Circle
Tuesday, March 22, 11am
Women’s Bible Study
Thursday, March 3 & 10
at 10am
Quilting
Wednesday, March 9, 1pm
Men’s Discipleship
Tuesdays at 6am beginning
March 15
Men’s Prayer
Saturdays at 7am

2022
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

6

Sunday School
9am

7

8

Divine Worship
with Holy
Communion
10:30am

Sunday
School
9am

3

Ash Wednesday
Service 7pm

Blanket tying 1pm

9

10

Confirmation
5:45pm

Quilting 1pm

Lenten Service
7pm

14

15

Men’s
Discipleship 6am

Thu

2

Confirmation
5:45pm

Fellowship 10am

13

Wed

16

Confirmation
5:45pm

Women’s Bible
Study 10am

Women’s Bible
Study 10am

Fri
4

5

11

12

18

19

Men’s Prayer 7am

Men’s Prayer 7am

Deacons Meet
6:30pm
Boards Meet 7pm
Council Meets
8pm

17

Youth Lock In

Men’s Prayer 7am
WMF Quarterly
Meeting 9:30am

Lenten Service
7pm

Fellowship 10am

Sat

Divine Worship
10:30am

20

21

Sunday School
9am

22

23

Faith Evening
Circle 11am

Lenten Service
7pm

29

30

Men’s
Discipleship 6am

Confirmation
5:45pm

24

Fellowship 10am
Divine Worship
10:30am

27

Sunday School
9am
Fellowship 10am
Divine Worship
10:30am

28

Men’s
Discipleship 6am

Confirmation
5:45pm
Lenten Service
7pm

31

25

Ladies
Salad
Supper
5:30pm

26

Men’s Prayer 7am

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2351 WEST MAIN ST.
VALLEY CITY ND 58072

«AddressBlock»

Sundays at Grace
Sunday School
9:00 AM
Divine Worship 10:30 AM

Sundays at Zion
Divine Worship
Fellowship

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Sundays: Lift High the Cross KOVC (1490) 10 AM KSJB(600) 8 AM
Watch Live! Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri

Phone: (701) 845-2753

E-mail: gracefree@msn.com

Website: www.gracefree.com

Senior Pastor Dennis Norby thenorbys@msn.com
Seminary Intern Scott Erickson scfaer@hotmail.com
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester gracefree@msn.com
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl

