
 

     My year of internship has come to a close, and I am 
now looking forward to starting as pastor at Maple Bay Free 
Lutheran Church near Mentor, MN. It has been an incredible 
blessing to intern here at Grace Free Lutheran Church and 
Zion Free Lutheran Church. I have had numerous opportuni-
ties to learn and gain experience in preaching, teaching, and 
other pastoral duties. I have had the blessing of meeting so 
many of you through conversations at church, in homes, and 
elsewhere. I am so appreciative of all these opportunities to 
learn and grow in these areas of pastoral ministry.  
 I am also very appreciative of Pr. Norby’s training. 
He has been so gracious and patient with me. He has taken 
the time to train me, talk with me, and pray with me. He has 
allowed me to be a part of a variety of ministry activities and 
has introduced me to others. I have been blessed to intern 
under a pastor who so clearly loves the Lord and has a heart 
for others to also receive the grace and forgiveness of Jesus 
Christ. 
 During this time of internship, I have been continual-
ly drawn to the importance of the gathered life of the congre-
gation. I have seen how important it is for the congregation 
to be together. Throughout the hardships of life, we join to-
gether as a congregation in worshiping God and receiving 
His grace. We are encouraged by other believers to continue 
to look to Christ for hope and life. In easier and more peace-
ful times of life, we still join together as a congregation in 
worshiping God and receiving His grace. We join together 
with thankful hearts, praising God for all that He has done 
for us.  
 This joining together most often takes place in a 
physical location, the church building, the house of God. At 
both Grace and Zion Free Lutheran Churches, we have been 
so blessed with beautiful places to gather together. It is at 
these places that we join together in worship of God. It is at 
these places that we join together in receiving God’s grace. 
We can praise God and receive His Word in the privacy of 
our own homes, but there is such beauty and necessity in 
joining together often in the house of God for these purposes. 
These places are sacred places. They are holy places that are 
set apart for the worship of God. They are holy places where 
we come together to hear God’s Word, to repent of our sin 
together, and rejoice in the finished work of Christ.  
 This truth was an important part of my seminary in-
ternship research paper. In this paper, I focused on the topic 
of Church Architecture and found that these places of wor-
ship, these physical locations, are incredibly important to the 
congregation. They are important because they are the places 
for believers to gather together to behold God. To look upon 

Him and His greatness. To meditate on Him and His great 
love for us.  
 In Psalm 63:1-4, David wrote,  
 “Oh God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my 
 soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a 
 dry and weary land where there is no water. So I 
 have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding 
 your power and glory. Because your steadfast love is 
 better than life, my lips will praise you. So I will 
 bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up 
 my hands.”  
This is what we do as a congregation. This is what we join 
together for each Sunday morning and throughout the week. 
We join together to behold God’s power and glory. We join 
together to look upon Him and His steadfast love for us. We 
come together to praise and bless Him all the days of our 
lives. We come together as a congregation in a sacred place 
to glorify God and receive His grace.  
 What I have seen at Grace and Zion Free Lutheran 
Churches is a heart to come together each week for this pur-
pose. This has been a joy for me to see and to be a part of. In 
both times of hardship and peace, believers have come 
alongside each other, praying for one another and encourag-
ing each other to be a part of this life together. To join to-
gether in beholding God in His sanctuary. It has been a joy 
for me to see the Lord at work in this way. I have seen the 
great earnestness He has given to these congregations to seek 
God together in His 
sanctuary. Thank you 
so much for inviting 
me to be a part of these 
congregations for this 
short time. Thank you 
so much for encourag-
ing me each week to 
join together in wor-
shiping God and re-
ceiving His grace. It 
truly is a joy to come 
to the house of the 
Lord! 
   By Intern Pastor  
Caleb Korhonen 
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• Confirmation                      

May 3, 2026  
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May 10, 2026 
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May 13, 2026 

• Last Day of Sunday School 

May 17, 2026  
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May 31-June 4, 2026 
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AFLC Annual  Conference 

June 10-13, 2026, Moorhead, MN 
 

St. Paul’s Free Lutheran Church in Fargo 
will host the 2026 AFLC Annual Conference 
at Concordia College in Moorhead. Please 
consider attending as this is a great oppor-
tunity to experience the annual conference 
without having to travel far. Registration is 
now open at  
www.aflc.org/conferences/ 

 

 

Monthly Meeting: 
 
Thursday, May 7, 2026 
   Deacons Meet 6:30pm 
   Boards Meet 7:00pm 
   Council Meets 8:00pm 
  
Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 
financial report are available in the copy room. 

Grace Council Updates 

Financial Summary 
As of  4/24/26 
   General Fund=$53,130.91 
   Building Imp. Fund=$14,409.27 
(Sign=$897.78; Parking Lot=$6,659.05;  
Exterior Maintenance=$6,852.44) 
   Scholarship Fund=$7,134.25 
   Seminary Fund=$0.00 
 
   General Fund CD (1)=$45,201.48 
   General Fund CD (2)=$33,533.56 
   General Fund CD (3)=$61,407.12 
   Parking Lot Fund CD (1)=$40,332.26 
   Parking Lot Fund CD (2)=$7,164.16 

The church is working on an updated printed photo directory 
and online directory.   
Access to the online directory will allow you to upload a 
photo and update your information at any time. The photo 
directory will be printed directly from the information in the 
online directory. 
To update your information and sign up for access to the 
online directory: 
 1.  Stop by the table in the fellowship hall 
   OR 
 2.  Contact Sarah in the church office 
  845-2753 gracefree@msn.com 
If you have any questions, please contact Sarah  

Zion Free Lutheran Events  

Sundays 

 9:00am Divine Worship  

 10:00am Fellowship 

 Holy Communion 1
st
 & 3

rd
Sundays 

WMF  

 7:00pm Monday, May 18 

MAY 2026 

LAKE CHAPEL SERVICES 
Sundays at 9:00am 

May 24 through September 6 
 
The Chapel is located 1/2 mile south 

of Bay Shore Resort 
overlooking Lake Ashtabula.   

The interdenominational services 
areconducted by laymen.   

Everyone is welcome~  
come as you are! 

Confirmation  
will be held 
 May 3, 2026, 

10:30am at Grace 



 

 
 2  Janice Richman  
 3  Kymberlee Day 
     Lane Perleberg 
     Tessa Mehlhoff (Caleb) 
 9  Gabe Berntson 
10 Isabelle Pickar  
14 Shirley Bjornson 
     Cambri Pfennig (Greg)                                                      
17 John Drummond  
19 Joshua Kietzman  
21 Jack Richman (George) 
22 Lori Graalum 
23 Kristi Gilbertson 
     Jeremy Zeltinger 
25 Darrell Schroeder 
26 George Richman 
30 Ayden Hannig (Darin) 
31 Darlene Shanenko  
                                                                      
Missionaries                                                                 
18 Eliza Lee (John) 
25 Todd Schierkolk 

MAY EVENTS 
 

Sundays 
   9am Sunday School-all ages 
 Last day of Sunday 
 School is May 17 
   10:30am Divine Worship 
Wednesdays 
   7pm  Answers For Kids 
 Last day of AFK is    
 May 13 
    Youth Group 
 Adult Bible Study 
Menôs Prayer 
   7am Saturdays 
Confirmation 
   10:30am Sunday, May 3 
Motherôs Day Program 
   9am Sunday, May 10 
Quilting 
   1pm Thursday, May 14 
WMF Bible Study 
   7pm Monday, May 18 
Faith Circle 
   9:30am Tuesday, May 26 
VBS 
   5:30-8:30pm, May 31-June 4 
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May~  

1 Peter 5:6 -7 - 
6

Humble yourselves, there-

fore, under the mighty hand of God so 

that at the proper time he may exalt you, 

7

casting all your anxieties on him, be-

cause he cares for you.  

 

April~  

1 Peter 1:3 - Blessed be the God and    

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!   Accord-

ing to his great mercy, he has caused us 

to be born again to a living hope through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead        

 

March~  

John 10:14 -15 - 
1

I am the good shepherd. 

I know my own and my own know me, 

2

just as the Father knows me and I know 

the Father; and I lay down my life for the 

sheep.   

 

February~  

Deuteronomy 7:6 - For you are a people 

holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your 

God has chosen you to be a people for 

his treasured possession, out of all the 

peoples who are on the face of the earth.   

 

January~  

John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, glory as of the only Son from 

the Father, full of grace and truth.  

 

December~  

John 1:1 -2 - 
1

In the beginning was the 

Word, and Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. 
2

He was in the beginning 

with God.  

 

November~  

Psalm 34:3 - O magnify the LORD with me, 

And let us exalt His name together.  
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AFLC Youth Ministries exists to encourage local congregations 
to WIN teens to Christ, to BUILD teen believers in Godôs truth 
and love, to EQUIP teen workers to live and share their faith, 
and to MULTIPLY maturing disciples in Jesus Christ. 
 
AFLC Youth Ministries hosts The Free Lutheran Youth (FLY) 
Convention held at the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park, 
CO every two years. 
 
The purpose of The FLY Convention is to provide congrega-
tions with a tool to: Win the lost, BUILD the believer, and EN-
COURAGE student discipleship in the local congregation. 
 
Along with The FLY Convention,  AFLC Youth Ministries hosts 
FLY Beyond and Youth Workers Weekends 
 
For more information and to donate to AFLC Youth Ministry, 
visit https://www.aflc.org/youth/ 

AFLC Ministry 
Focus for May 

 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
Lake Chapel 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
Stewardship Meal 
following service 

2 3 4 5 
Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
Boards Meet 7pm 
Council Meets  
8pm  

6 
 

 

7 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
Lake Chapel 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 

9 
WMF Quarterly 
Meeting 7pm 
 
 
 

 

10 
 

11 

Youth Group 7pm 

 

Adult Bible Study 

7pm 

12 

Quilting 1pm 
 

 
 

13 

 

14 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
Bridal Shower for 
Amelia Meester 
10am 

15 

Lake Chapel 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

16 
 
WMF Bible 
Study 7pm 

17 

 
 

18 

Youth Group 7pm 

 

Adult Bible Study 

7pm 

19 

 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 
Men’s Prayer 7am 

 
 
 
 
Dinner 5pm 
Ordination  
Service 6pm 

22 
Lake Chapel 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

23 
 

24 

Faith Circle 9am 

25 

Youth Group 7pm 

 

Adult Bible Study 

7pm 

 

 

26 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

27 
 

 

28 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
Lake Chapel 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 

 

30 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

     

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 
 

  

 
1 

 
2 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 

3  
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion  
10:30am 
Confirmation  

4 
 
 
 

 

5 
 

6 

Answers For Kids 

7pm 

 

Youth Group 7pm 

 

Adult Bible Study 

7pm 

 

7 

Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
Boards Meet 7pm 
Council Meets  
8pm  

8 

 

9 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

10    

 
 
 
Mother’s Day 
Program 9am 
Sunday School 
9am 
Fellowship 10am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

11 
 
 

12 

 
 

13 

Answers For Kids 

7pm 

 

Youth Group 7pm 

 

Adult Bible Study 

7pm 

 
 

14 

Quilting 1pm 
 
 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
Men’s Prayer 7am 

 
 
 

17 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 

18 
WMF Bible 
Study 7pm 

19 

Blood Drive 
11:30am-6pm 

20 

Youth Group 7pm 

Adult Bible Study 

7pm 

 

VCHS  

Baccalaureate 7pm 

21 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

22 
 

23 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
Lake Chapel 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

31 
Lake Chapel 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

25 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

26 
Faith Circle 
9:30am 

27 
Youth Group 7pm 

 

Adult Bible Study 

7pm 

28 
 

29 
 
 

30 
Men’s Prayer 7am 

2026 

VBS May 31-June 4 



 
 GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2351 West Main St 
Valley City, ND  58072 

 

Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 

     Sunday School 9:00 AM (September-May)       Divine Worship 9:00 AM 

     Divine Worship 10:30 AM       Fellowship 10:00 AM        

        

             

          

 

Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  

Watch Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online 

 

Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 

Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  

Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


