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Psalm 116:12 What shall I render to the

LORD for all his benefits to me? 13 1 will lift
up the cup of salvation and call on the name of
the LORD, 14 I will pay my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people. 15 Precious
in the sight of the LORD is the death of his
saints. 16 O LORD, I am your servant,; I am
your servant, the son of your maidservant. You
have loosed my bonds. 17 I will offer to you
the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the
name of the LORD. 18 I will pay my vows to
the LORD in the presence of all his people, 19
in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your
midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!

Psalms 113 through 118 are known as the “Egyptian
Hallel.” These psalms were sung before and after the
celebration of the Passover, that great celebration of
God’s work of deliverance out of the slavery in Egypt.
Psalm 116 begins by describing the reason for praise,
“he [the Lord] has heard my voice and my pleas for
mercy” (v.1). After that, the psalm continues with the
writer speaking about his troubles, the danger he has
experienced, and the untrustworthiness of all men. But
God has saved and delivered him. When we get to
verse twelve, he asks, as a man graciously delivered by
God, what God might expect or want in response.

The psalm continues and describes a man who rejoic-
es in the Lord, who thanks the Lord, and who contin-
ues to call on the name of the Lord before all people.
This is what the Lord wants from those who have been
saved by His mercy — to live in thankfulness and praise
not as if we can pay Him back for His gracious gifts
but with gratefulness as we recognize how amazingly
good He has been to us.

In verse thirteen, and then a few verses later in verse
seventeen, the psalm writer says that he will “call on
the name of the LORD.” What does it mean to call on
the name of the Lord? It means to turn to the Lord in
prayer and praise. It means looking to the Lord for help
in all things. Help in our everyday life; help in the
monumental tasks or situations we might find our-
selves in; help with the sin that so easily entangles us.

Verse fourteen is repeated in verse eighteen. The
psalm writer wants to pay or fulfill his vows in the
presence of all God’s people. The writer is thankful for
God’s protection and saving work and looks forward to
living a life of faith and thankfulness. In the Old Testa-
ment, the idea of fulfilling your vows is a serious and

solemn pursuit. Vows are not to be made rashly or dis-
regarded after they are made. I believe part of the rea-
son for that emphasis is because God’s people are

to reflect the character of God to the watching world.
In the Bible, we learn of God’s truthfulness. What He
says He does. What He proclaims comes to be. We
who believe in Him are to act in a manner that echoes
or reflects that character.

When we get to verse fifteen, we are presented with
a verse that we may have heard in connection with a
loved one passing away or at a funeral: “Precious in
the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.” A
saint is someone who has been made holy through faith
in Jesus Christ. As a saint, a child of God, the Lord is
concerned about all that happens in the life of the one
whom He loves.
This verse teaches that the Lord watches over and
knows all that happens in the lives of His children even
when the time of death comes to them. Also, when a
believer dies — one who has lived in faith until the end
— the Lord rejoices to welcome that one into eternity
and into the eternal fellowship with God that has been
promised to all who believe in Jesus Christ. May the
Lord preserve us in the true Christian faith until the
end of our lives.

When we read verse sixteen, we hear the psalm writ-
er make clear that he has been freed through God’s
work. The Lord is the one who has loosed his bonds or
removed his chains. As a free person, he recognizes
that he owes everything to the Lord and wants to serve
the Lord. In all things, the will of the servant is submit-
ted to the will of the master. This is what the psalm
writer proclaims and also what we proclaim as Chris-
tians today. Our will is submitted to the will of God.
That is why we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven.” We want His will
done amongst us and the people around us.

The final verses of the psalm emphasize that the
psalm writer looks forward to thanking the Lord for his
mercy. He looks forward to doing this in the place of
worship — the house of the Lord. We should note two
things about this. First, the Lord’s saving work is to be
proclaimed in public. Our faith is not meant to be hid-
den — under a bushel — but is meant to shine forth. The
second is that it is being done in the midst of God’s
people. Believers are meant to be together. So, come to
church, where Christians meet, and there rejoice in
what God does through the saving work of Jesus
Christ. Amen.




Grace Free Lutheran ”
Council Meeting

Thursday, November 6, 2025
Deacons Meet 6:30 PM
Boards Meet 7pm

Council Meets 8pm

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly
financial report are available in the copy room.

Financial Summary
As of 10/27/2025

General Fund=$61,218.78

Building Improvement Fund=$15,609.27
(Sign=8897.78, Parking Lot=37,859.05;
Exterior Maintenance=$6,852.44)

Scholarship Fund=$9,339.78

Seminary Fund=$0.00

General Fund CD (1)=$44,165.70

General Fund CD (2)=$33,013.24

General Fund CD (3)=$60,000.00

Parking Lot Fund CD (1)=$39,408.06

Parking Lot Fund CD (2)=$7,000.00

‘ \ Daylight Saving Time ends
November 2.

cK Remember to set your clocks
BACK one hour!

The Grace/Zion Art Show will be
held Sunday, February 22, 2026

Theme~ The Miracles of Jesus

“Remember the wondrous works
that he has done, his miracles, and
the judgments he uttered”

Psalm 105:5

Ziorn’s Schedule

Sundays
9am Divine Worship
WMF

7pm Monday, November 17

WS

Beginning with the -
December issue of NOTICE

GraceNotes... N/ REWSLeTTERS

Ay
Newsletters will be mailed to you
only by request. Newsletters will
be available for pick up at both
Grace and Zion and online at
gracefree.com/publications
***|f you wish to receive the
newsletter by mail, please contact
the church office at 701-845-2753
or email gracefree@msn.com




2 Men’s Brotherhood
Thanksgiving Dinner
Wednesday,
November 19

Chdrch F.amily

Dinner

Carryout Meals at 5:30pm- Please call the
church office at 845-2753 if you would like
a meal delivered to you.
Supper served 6:00pm-7:00pm
Thanksgiving Service -7:30pm

Verse

B~ ] —
of the Wlonth
November~

Psalm 34:3 - O magnify the LORD with me,
And let us exalt His name together.

October~

Psalm 46:1 - God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.

September~

John 10:10 - The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. | came that they may
have life and have it abundantly.

August~

Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.

July~

Proverbs 3:5-6 - °Trust in the LORD with all
your heart, And do not lean on your own un-
derstanding. °In all your ways acknowledge
Him, And He will make your paths straight.
June~

Galatians 5:1 - For freedom Christ has set us
free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery.

AFLC Ministry Focus
\\“/‘ for November
Help In Service Fund (HIS Fund)

The purpose of the HIS Fund is to
assist AFLC pastors and their families
with financial needs resulting from
various unforeseen circumstances. Any
money distributed is done so as a gift,
and repayment, while accepted, is not
expected.

Donations can be sent to the AFLC
with the designation HIS Fund.

For more information visit
aflc.org/benefits/

Operations Christmas Child
Boxes Due Nov. 16th!

Our goal is to create and ship 10 boxes this year. Help us reach this goal in a
number of ways below. Thank you all for your help with this wonderful
program!

Ways to Help:

o Create and pay to ship a box
o You can find boxes, directions, and a drop box for shipping in the lobby.
o Please return all boxes to the table by Nov. 17 so they can be shipped and
delivered together.
o Cash donation
o All monetary donations go towards creating and shipping more boxes.
o [t costs approximately $20 to build a box and $10 to ship a box.
* Donate gifts for a box
o You can give extra items to Tasha or Devin Glasman.
o All of these items will be put together to make more boxes.
® Pray
o All boxes go to children in need who would normally never get a gift and
they are a great way to spread the word of God
o Please pray that all boxes reach a child’s heart and make them hunger for
His love!




Children’s Ministry News

Sunday School 3:00 am

Answers for Kids (prek- 6th grade)
Wednesdays - 700 PM

November 9 - 53 sings for Special Music

November 16 - AFK sings for Special Music

November 19 & 26 - NO Answers for Kids

November 30 - %00 AM Christmas Program
Practice (NO Sunday School class)

Save the Datel
Christmas Program—
December Z1 at 4pm

6 Gary Retterath
7 Daniel Norby (Dennis)
Tina Borg
10 Riley Pickar %
(Lindse CO ) Ak
Schroed};:r) \%\ﬁ © 'ﬁg@J '
Walter Rolf
15 Darin Hannig
Lisa Rush
17 Doug Sorensen MISSIONARIES
19 Sophie Gilbertson (Erik) 28 Andrew Olson
20 Becky Schroeder (Darrell) 30 Glenda Kvale
21 Martha Norby (Dennis)
24 Jace Shanenko (Jeremy)

WITH MEAND
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Y
NAME

FO@EIE T HER.
PSALM 34:3

27 Erik Gilbertson
30 Donna Hass
Kristi Shanenko
Owen Schroeder (Dan)
m '|H Sunday School for
ades /-12
NEWS 4%
Sundays at Jam
Youth Group meets Wednesdays at 7pm.
Youth Sunday will be November 2.
Quilting
Thursday, November 13, 1pm
WMF Bible Study
Monday, November 17, 7pm
Faith Circle

Tuesday, November 28, 9:30am
Men’s Prayer
Saturdays at 7am

Save the Datel
The Ladies Graft Weekend will be held
Fi-Sat, January 90, 2076.




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
Men’s Prayer 7am
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Sunday School Confirmation 6pm | Women’s Bible Men’s Prayer 7am
9am Study 10am
) Answers For Kids
Fellowship 10am 7pm
Deacons Meet
Divine Worship 6:30pm
with Holy Youth Group 7pm Boards Meet 7pm
Communion . Council Meets
10:30am Adult Bible Study 8pm
Tpm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Sunday School Confirmation 6pm | Women’s Bible Men’s Prayer 7am
9am Study 10am
] Answers For Kids o
Fellowship 10am 7pm Quilting 1pm
Divine Worshi
1(;?/3:3:_m orship Youth Group 7pm
Adult Bible Study
Tpm
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Sunday School WMF Bible Carryout Meals Women'’s Bible Men’s Prayer 7am
9am Study 7pm 5:30pm Study 10am
Fellowship 10am Thanksgiving
Supper 6pm
Divine Worship PPELOP
10:30am Thanksgiving
Service 7:30pm
23 Sunday School 24 25 26 28 29
9am Faith Circle No Activities
Fellowship 10am 9:30am
Divine Worship
10:30am
3 OSunday School
9am
Fellowship 10am
Divine Worship

10:30am




GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH
2351 WEST MAIN ST.
VALLEY CITY ND 58072
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Sundays at Grace Sundays at Zion
Sunday School 9:00 AM Divine Worship 9:00 AM
Divine Worship 10:30 AM Fellowship 10:00 AM

Sundays: Lift High the Cross KOVC (1490) 10 AM KSJB(600) 8 AM
Watch Live! Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online

Church office hours are 8:00 AM — 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri Phone: (701) 845-2753
E-mail: gracefree@msn.com Website: www.gracefree.com
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby thenorbys@msn.com

Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester gracefree@msn.com
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl



