
 

    

   How often do you stop and think of the mercy God 
has given you? It seems too often that we focus on 
the bad, the consequences of our sin, and the sin 
around us. But in reality, God has shown great mer-
cy to you. In sending Jesus Christ to die for your 
sins, he has once for all shown you the ultimate act 
of mercy: namely the entire forgiveness of all of 
your sins. 

   Genesis 18:17-33 shows the LORD preparing to 
deal with the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah. We see 
and hear this truth time and time again. Sodom and 
Gomorrah were the complete example, the epitome 
of sin in the ancient world. In fact, modern day 
Christianity, the church as a whole, tends to use 
Sodom and Gomorrah today as an example of the 
dangers of living in sin. This is not a wrong analy-
sis! As a matter of fact, the story of Sodom and Go-
morrah should rightly terrify us, convicting our sin-
ful hearts and leading them to the healing balm of 
the Gospel. There is punishment for sin! There is 
consequences for the actions that we choose to do on 
a daily basis, for good or for bad! 

   The passage in question, however, speaks of the 
mercy of God. God had chosen Abraham as his rep-
resentative family in the sinful world. With Abra-
ham and Sarah, their child Isaac, and his children 
Esau and Jacob, God continually restated and restat-
ed his promise that He made to Abraham back on 
the day when Abraham was called by God. That 
family was to be God’s people, walking in God’s 
ways and serving God. Likewise God promised to 
bless Abraham, promising to make him “The father 
of a multitude of nations” (Genesis 17:4-5) and 
promising that in him (that is, Abraham’s offspring) 
“shall all the nations of the earth be blessed” 

   It is with full knowledge of these promises, then, 
that we can read v 17-18 of our text where the 
LORD states His intentions for letting Abraham 
know about the coming judgment of Sodom and Go-
morrah. The Lord states “Shall I hide from Abraham 
what I am about to do, 18 seeing that Abraham shall 
surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I 
have chosen him, that he may command his children 
and his household after him to keep the way of the 

Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the 
Lord may bring to Abraham what he has promised 
him.” (17-19) God’s purpose for telling Abraham, 
then, was not in his wrath, as though he were boast-
ing about what was going to happen, rather he told 
Abraham about the coming judgment of Sodom as 
an act of mercy, that Abraham may know not only 
the punishment of sin, but also that God does not 
delight in punishing sin, and is quick to show mercy. 

   As the passage progresses, then, God tells Abra-
ham that the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah 
was great, and that the cities were going to receive 
the righteous judgment of God for their transgres-
sions. Abraham, wanting to preserve his family, as 
well as knowing the mercy of God, pleads on behalf 
of Sodom. Beginning with asking God to spare the 
city for the sake of 50 righteous people, he begs for 
mercy for Sodom. In such a great and large city like 
Sodom, there must have been 50 men who were 
good, right? God, in his mercy, agrees and says that 
he will spare the city for the sake of 50. Abraham, 
knowing the wickedness of Sodom, keeps pleading 
with God to move that number lower and lower. 45, 
40, 30, 20, and finally 10 people. If God could find 
10 righteous people in Sodom, would he save the 
city? And God agrees to show mercy to Sodom for 
the sake of 10 people. 

   If only the people of Sodom knew the mercy that 
God was willing to show them!! Let there be 10 peo-
ple in the entire city who would turn and bow to the 
creator of all things! Let the people of Sodom act 
like Nineveh in the days of Jonah and repent in sack-
cloth and ashes! The Lord would have spared them! 
Yet there was not even 10 in Sodom, as we know. 
God sent his messengers to rescue Lot and his fami-
ly, and the cities were overthrown. 

   Dear friend, know that just as God desired to show 
mercy to even the very picture of sin, the city of 
Sodom, so also he desires to show you his mercy. 
For you has been won the entire forgiveness of all of 
your sins. For you God has sent Christ into the 
world to suffer and to die. For you God has sent the 
Spirit into your heart. In God’s great mercy, you are 
called righteous. In God’s great mercy, you are 
spared the judgment for your sin. Amen 
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Grace Free Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting  

Thursday, July 7, 2022 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

                Council Meets 8pm 

 

Quarterly Congregational Meeting  

Sunday, July 10, 12:30pm 

 

 
Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 
 
 

Financial Summary 
As of  6/30/2022 
 General Fund=$127,625.10 
 Building Improvement Fund=$25,478.23 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$700.00;  
Exterior Maintenance=$23,295.00) 
 Scholarship Fund=$11,88622 
 Seminary Fund=$12,759.54 
 General Fund CD=$40,308.54 
 Parking Lot Fund CD=$48,322.18 
 
General Fund Average Weekly Income  $4,220.39 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense  $6,856.35 

    Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

Wednesdays 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

 7pm Youth Group at Grace 

 

Lake Chapel Services 
Sundays at 9:00am 

May 29 through September 4 
 
July 3  Brian Wright 
July 10 Sam Nielsen 
July 17 Tim Berntson 
July 24 Cade Powers 
July 31 Dwight Grotberg 
August 7 Eldwyn Van Bruggen 
August 14 New Life Center 
August 21 Brent Peterson 
August 28 Open 
September 4 Singspiration 

 
The Chapel is located 1/2 mile south of 
Bay Shore Resort overlooking Lake     
Ashtabula.  The interdenominational    
services are conducted by laymen.   

Everyone is welcome~ come as you are! 

Fellowship Meal 
Sunday, July 10  
following the  

worship service 
 

Burgers and hotdogs will 
be provided. Please bring 

a dish to share.  
The congregational  

meeting will begin at  
approximately 12:30pm. 

 



The Georg Sverdrup Society 

Summer Forum 
Saturday, July 9, 2022 at Grace 
 
The schedule is as follows: 

 9:15 am Doors open 

 9:30 am "The Gospel to the Congregation"         
  - Loiell Dyrud 

 10:10 am Refreshments 

 10:30 am "Freedom in Worship" - Brian Lunn 

 11:10 am Break 

 11:20 am "His Bride so Free" - Martin Horn 

 12:00 pm Closing Prayer 
 
The Georg Sverdrup Society was organized in     
December 2003 and is open to anyone interested in 
the life and work of Georg Sverdrup (1848 - 1907), 
considered as among "the ablest theologians" in the 
history of Norwegian-American Lutheranism. The 
society is registered in the state of Minnesota as a 
501(C)(3) nonprofit corporation. 

Mission Statement 
 To promote the study and understanding of New 

Testament congregationalism as understood by 
Georg Sverdrup. 

 To promote the concept of "free and living con-
gregations." 

 To encourage the study and understanding of 
the "Fundamental Principles" and "Rules for 
Work" as were used in the Lutheran Free 
Church and continue to be used in the Associa-
tion of Free Lutheran Congregations. 

 To promote translating Sverdrup's writings into 
English. 

 To widen the readership of Sverdrup's works 
and provide a forum for the discussion of his ide-
as. 

 To facilitate research by providing a place in the 
Free Lutheran Theological Seminary Library for 
Sverdrup's original writing, translations of his 
writing, and articles and books published about 
him and his work. 

 To maintain an updated bibliography of 
Sverdrup's translated work as well as a bibliog-
raphy of work written about him. 

 To encourage research and study of Sverdrup's 
life, work, and ideas by publishing an annual 
journal. 

 To publish a newsletter for members that pro-
vides information on the society's activities and 
general information. 

 

RedHawks Baseball 

Game 2022 
 

Members of Grace & Zion are in-
vited!!!  

 
Feel free to invite your Family, Friends, 

and Community Members for a day of Fun, 
Laughter, Fellowship, and an Evening at 

the Ball Park! 
 
 
Game Day Info: 
 
Kansas City Monarchs @ FM RedHawks on  
Friday, July 22nd  @ 7:02 PM 
 
I will take care of ordering all the tickets.  
However, please sign up at the kiosk in the  
fellowship hall by Tuesday, July 11th. Tickets  
are $11.50 for ticket cost and processing fees.  
Feel free to pay with whatever method is most 
convenient for you:  cash, check, or Venmo 
(@Tom-Milbrandt). 
 
We can meet at the Grace parking lot at 5:15 PM 
for anyone who would like to carpool (or needs a 
ride) on the way to Fargo.   
Otherwise please just meet us in Fargo, and I will 
greet you there with your ticket at 6:30. 
 
Any supper/snacks/beverages will be on your own 
at the ballpark. 
 
Feel free to call, text, email, fax, or send me a 
postcard with any questions you may have. 
 
Hope you can join us for a night at the ballpark! 
 
Tom 
701.840.9853 
 

 



 
Dear Grace Free,  
   The year that I attended 
FLBC was one I will never 
forget.  The friends I made will last a lifetime and 
we will always have our Lord and Savior in    
common with one another.  I especially loved the 
Class Principles of Congregational Life.  In that 
class I was able to learn how to be an active 
church member and help in the congregation 
where It is needed.  I am very thankful for the   
financial support along with prayers from many 
over the years. 
Hale Berntson 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2 Sully Morast (DJ) 
5  Jenna Hannig                              
6  Ann Rolf     
7  Tom Meester           
16 Violet Richman (George)    
21 Erin Roswick (Cody)       
22 Ryan Graalum                       
23 Jan Kjelland                
25 Nancy Sorensen                  
26 Mason Dahl (Mardy)              Our Missionaries 
     Iris Richman (George)         3  John Lee Jr (John) 
27 Nathan Hoots                       9  Elijah Jore (Nathan) 
28 Jeff Perleberg                           Isaiah Wagner (Josh)                    
     Bonnie Van Bruggen               Zoey Abel (Matthew) 
29 Aliyah Hannig (Darin)       19  Michelle Abel          
     Jeremy Stensland             (Jonathan) 
                 20  Jonni Sliver   
                                    23  John Lee 
                                                30  Amaleah Raan      
                                                                         (Brent) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Camp at Wilderness Bible Camp,  
Lake Park, MN July 12-17 
  
Teen Camp at FaHoCha  
July 31-August 5  
 
Pre-Teen Camp at FaHoCha  
August 7-11 
 
Registration forms are available at the  
kiosk. 
 
 
 
 

Quilting 
 Wednesday, July 13 at 1pm 
Faith Evening Circle 
 Tuesday, July 26 at 11am 
Men’s Discipleship  
 Tuesdays at 6am  
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am 

 
 

Many hands  
make light work! 

 
 
 
 

It’s time to clean the kitchen! 
 
The master cleaning list is posted 
in the kitchen.  Please check off 
once you have completed a task.   
 
Let’s make it a goal to have all 
tasks done by July 31! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  1 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
Lake Chapel– 
Brian Wright 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office 
Closed 

5 
 

6 

Youth Group 7pm 

 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

7 

Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
 
Boards Meet 7pm 
 
Council Meets  
8pm  
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 

9 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
Sverdrup Society 
Meeting 9:30am 

10 

Lake Chapel–  
Sam Nielsen 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
Potluck following 
the service 
Quarterly  
Congregational 
Meeting 12:30pm 

11 
 
 
 

12 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 
 
 

13 
Quilters 1pm 

 

Youth Group 7pm 

 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 
 

14 

 
 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
Men’s Prayer 7am 

 
 

17 

Lake Chapel–  
Tim Berntson 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 

18 
 

19 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 

 

20 

Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

21 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

22 
Redhawks 
Baseball  
Outing 
 

 
 

23 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

24 

Lake Chapel–  
Cade Powers 9am 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 

31 

Lake Chapel–  
Dwight Grotberg 9am 

Divine Worship 
10:30am 

25 

 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

26 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
Faith Evening 
Circle 11am 

27 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

28 29 30 

FaHoCha Teen Camp July 31– August 5 

2022 

Wilderness Family Camp July 12-17 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM       Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
                      
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Watch Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Seminary Intern Joe Frech  joefrech07@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


