
 

John 10:9-11 – “I am the door; if anyone enters 
through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out 
and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have 
it abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good   
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 

   Jesus begins the tenth chapter of John with, “Truly, 
truly” or “Amen, amen”. This draws us to the weight 
of His words that He is about to share. Jesus is the 
good shepherd who takes care of His sheep. The sheep 
are those who have been rescued by His loving grace, 
received faith, and now follow Him. Our savior gives 
us a beautiful picture of love and care for those who 
are His in this illustration of the sheepfold. The sheep 
would be protected from the predators and thieves in 
the night. This fenced-in enclosure has only one right 
way in which to enter – the door. Jesus makes it very 
clear who that door is. Jesus is the door and only those 
who would enter through Jesus have received faith in 
the truth of His Gospel and know Him. 

   Those who heard Jesus’ words would have under-
stood that often many shepherds would share the same 
sheepfold. Only those shepherds of the sheep would be 
let in by the gatekeeper. Each Shepherd would call 
their sheep by name when it was time for the sheep to 
be brought out into the pasture. The sheep know their 
master’s voice and follow Him. Those who would try 
enter in another way besides the door are thieves and 
robbers. These words were for all who were listening 
to Jesus. His disciples, the blind man whom he just 
gave sight, the Pharisees, and the rest of the crowd of 
Jews. 

   Tina and I were relaxing the other night and watched 
a movie called, “Waiting for Anya”. The movie was 
about a young shepherd boy, Jo, and a widow in 
France who helped to smuggle Jewish children into 
Spain during World War II. Jo, along with a Jewish 
man waiting to unite with his daughter Anya, kept 
some Jewish children safe in hopes to get them to safe-
ty. There was a German Corporal with a garrison of 
soldiers stationed in this little French town. The Ger-
mans were there to stop anyone who hid or helped the 
Jews. This Corporal befriended Jo and the two of them 
came to trust one another. The German Corporal 
shared with Jo about his family back in Germany and 
while he was there received a telegram of his daugh-
ter’s death. The German Corporal questioned the rea-
soning of the meaningless killing and the harboring of 
hatred in people’s hearts. Jo and many others risked 

their lives to protect and save these children. At one 
point, they led some of these children right in plain 
sight of the soldiers. They dressed up the children as 
shepherds as they led the sheep up to pasture. They 
were able to lead the children to safety. Jesus did more 
than just risk His life to save others. He gave His life 
willingly to redeem us from spiritual death and give us 
the life-giving faith that only He could give. 

   Jesus strongly assures us in the 10th chapter of John 
that He is “the Good Shepherd”. Jesus also calls and 
prepares others to shepherd His flock in the congrega-
tion today. The pastor of a congregation is called to 
lead, guide, and protect with the loving care of point-
ing them to Christ. He is called to share the message of 
the Good Shepherd. Preaching the truth from Christ’s 
Word as led by the Holy Spirit. True shepherds preach 
the way of salvation is only through Jesus Christ who 
does the will of His Father. Christ went to the cross 
and died for you. He went through the pain and the 
sorrow out of love for His sheep. He knows just what 
we need. He has given us His Word so we can recog-
nize the lies of Satan. He gives Himself to us that we 
can bring all our sins and battle against the flesh to 
Him. He has revealed Himself to us and we know His 
voice so we would recognize the thief who comes to 
destroy and steal. 

   In Psalm 23 David affirms, “The Lord is my shep-
herd, I shall not want.” This does not mean we do not 
take our needs and desires to the Lord. It means since 
we know the Good Shepherd, we are His, and we give 
thanks and praise to the One who leads and guides us. 
Luther called Psalm 23, “A psalm of thanks in which a 
Christian heart praises and thanks God for teaching 
him and keeping him on the right way, comforting and 
protecting him in every danger through his holy 
Word.” As Harold S. Kushner, author of “The Lord is 
My Shepherd – healing wisdom of the twenty-third 
Psalm,” put it, “Sometimes God calms the storm, but 
sometimes God lets the storm rage and calms the 
frightened child.” 

   The Good Shepherd knows what is best for us. He 
promises that He will guide and protect us through all 
that we encounter in life. He wants to fill your life with 
eternal hope and He alone brings true peace. 

Food for thought: Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22 
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Grace Free Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting  

Thursday, February 3, 2022 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

                Council Meets 8pm 
 

Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 
 

Financial Summary 
As of  1/31/22 
 General Fund=$123,690.37 
 Building Improvement Fund=$24,528.23 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$25.00;  
Exterior Maintenance=$23,020.00) 
 Scholarship Fund=$4,337.22 
 Seminary Fund=$12,174.54 
 General Fund CD=$40,268.71 
 Parking Lot Fund CD=$45,957.18 
 
General Fund Average Weekly Income  $4,964.63 
General Fund Average Weekly Expense  $4,209.87 
 
 

 
 
 

    Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

  10am Fellowship 

 

Wednesdays  

 7pm Answers For Kids at Grace 

 7pm Youth Group at Grace 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

 

Winter Bible Studies  

 February 6, 20, 27 & March 6 

 6pm at Alley Beans 

 We will begin with dinner  

 followed by a Study on the Book 

 of Esther   

 
  
 
 
In Case of Bad Weather… 

 
It’s that time of year again!  If 
church services or activities are 
canceled due to weather the           
announcement will be sent via 

email, posted on the Grace Free Facebook 
page & Grace Free    Website, announced 
on KOVC radio 1490AM and Valley News 
Live (Channel 4 & 11). If in doubt, feel 
free to call the pastor or deacons. 
 
Sunday morning worship services are 
livestreamed and archived at 
www.gracefree.com 
If you have any problems with the 
livestream, don’t hesitate to contact the 
church office. 



 
Dear Grace Free,  
   I have been blessed to start my first year of college at 
the Free Lutheran Bible College. Having been looking 
forward to attending for a long time, I have not been 
disappointed. I enjoy having Christian friends around 
all the time and have found fellowship encouraging and 
easy to find. The homework inspires us to ask each 
other questions about what we believe, and choir and 
gospel teams have been amazing. While it's fun to sing, 
it's also awesome to have the opportunity to go places 
and glorify God through music. I not only like being at 
school, but we learn a lot too. All our professors are 
very knowledgeable and approachable. In Luke and 
Acts, we focused on God's love for everyone. In Penta-
teuch and Intro to Biblical Studies, I learned that Christ 
can be found in every story in the Old Testament and 
even throughout all our sinfulness, God wants to re-
store our relationship with him. I continued to learn 
more and more specifics in Anthropology and Christol-
ogy. In this class Pastor Mundfrom taught about what it 
means to be human and explained who Christ is and 
why it matters. Thank you Grace Free for your support 
and prayers. You have really been a blessing for 
me.  Abby Peterson 
 
   My first semester at FLBC was a huge blessing. I 
have really enjoyed being in God’s Word every day, 
learning more about it, and growing in my relationship 
with Him. One of my favorite class from first semester 
was Anthropology and Christology with Pastor 
Mundfrom. We covered a variety of topics in this class, 
including how God reveals Himself to us, our sin, an-
gels and demons, and who Jesus is. In Pentateuch, we 
learned about God’s unconditional love and faithful-
ness to His people even after they repeatedly turn away 
from Him. Introduction to Biblical Studies focused on 
how we should study the Bible, and we wrote and led a 
Bible Study for our final. In addition to our four core 
classes, I am involved in choir, symphonic wind en-
semble, and gospel teams. I am very thankful for the 
many opportunities we have to worship God through 
music. Another thing I love about FLBC is the commu-
nity of believers. I have enjoyed meeting and getting to 
know new people who can encourage me in my faith. 
Thank you for your prayers and encouragement. I am 
blessed to be apart of Grace Free.  Britta Roehrich 

    FLBC this year has really been a blessing.  One of 
the things that I’ve learned this semester is that as 
Christians we need to be actively involved in the 
church and that we should seek a position and a way to 
help people.  Another things I’ve gotten to dig deeper 
into the theology of Jesus being fully God and man.  I 
also was able to take a public speaking class and I had 
to do a lot of research for a speech and I learned about 
how as Christians we need to challenge what the world 
believes to be normal.  One of the things I’ve enjoyed a 
lot if the fellowship on campus.  The school is a bubble 
of Christian people around your age that you can de-
velop close friendships with you can carry for your 
whole life.  With the addition of the new gym basket-
ball games are very enjoyable because they’re right at 
the school and a guy can walk over in only a few 
minutes.  I have also been able to pursue my love of 
engine because I got a job at United Rentals as a diesel 
mechanic part time.  Hale Berntson 
   
   I’m not going to lie; this past semester was not easy. 
Not only was the class work a lot to keep up with, but I 
endured a lot of personal stress as well. Yet the thing 
that was the hardest for me was figuring out how to 
balance those two things with spending time with God. 
It’s really easy, when going to a school where you 
study the bible every single day, to neglect spending 
time outside of school with God. When you spend 2 
hours on homework that consists of reading God’s 
word, by the time you think about doing your own de-
votions, you assume you’ve already done enough. Alt-
hough, spending time in God’s word for homework is 
great, spending time with God becomes less personal 
and more of a chore that needs to get done. I got into 
that mindset this past semester. The stresses of life and 
school became overwhelming and my relationship with 
God was confided within the bounds of schoolwork. I 
am very grateful that God pulled me out of that pit I 
got myself in, but it opened my eyes to the importance 
of how we view our relationship with God, and where 
it should lie on our scale of what’s important. Our rela-
tionship with our creator should always come first, be-
fore schoolwork and before fixing all of life's other 
problems. We should always view that relationship as 
the most important. And, honestly, doing this could 
very well give us the strength to push through all the 
stresses of life and school.   
   Overall, I am grateful for the things I have learned 
this last semester, not only about my relationship with 
God but in my classes as well. I took a wonderful class 
on understanding worldviews and enjoyed continuing 
to learn about systematic theology. I also was able to 
spend quality time with some wonderful Christian 
friends. I can’t believe that I have started my last     
semester at FLBC, but I am so excited to see what God 
has in store for this last semester. Thank you for con-
tinuing to support me and all the other FLBC students 
from Grace Free as we learn and grow in our relation-
ships and knowledge of Christ. Your prayers and sup-
port don’t go unnoticed, and we are very grateful.  
Katy Meester 

Join the 
Stewardship Board  
February 27th for an  

authentic Mexican Dinner.   
The meal will be following 

the worship service.   
A free will offering will be 

taken with the money   
going towards the Bible 

College Scholarship Fund. 
It will be a great time of 

fellowship!  



Children’s Ministry News 
 Join us for our Valentine event on  

February 13th.  We are in need of help with 
the different stations. There will be 
games, crafts, bingo, a cake walk and     

decorate a cookie. It will be from 1 to 3pm 
and will be open to the public.  

Please let Erin Dahl know if you are  
willing and able to help.   

 
 

Faith Evening Circle 
 Tuesday, February 22, 11am 
Women’s Bible Study 
 Thursdays at 10am 
Men’s Discipleship  
 Will resume meeting in the   
 spring 
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am  

 
 
 

 2  Joanne Mundfrom 
     Aaron Norby (Dennis) 
     Bridger Weber      
                         (Devin) 
 3  Randy Melvin 
 5  Melissa Schroeder 
 6  Faye Graalum 
 7  Gabe Herzog (Larry) 
     Jeanne Shanenko 
 8  Rebekkah Borg 
     Kathleen Schierkolk 
10 Laurie Christensen 
11 Abigail Gilbertson (Erik) 21  Kerry Trenda                         
      Nikki Hanson                   22  Jana Olson  
      Joyce Rodin                     23  Bella Shanenko  
13  Steve Olson                                     (Jeremy) 
14 Kevin Borg                      24  Shayne Powers                     
15 Ada Gilbertson (Erik)      26  George Richman              
      Rebecca Mundfrom         27  Justin Pritchett 
18  Isaac Gilbertson (Erik)          Hayden Morast 
19 Mikey Meester                                          (DJ)                                 
      Garrett Hokana (Brandon)  
                                                 Missionaries 
                                                 15  Barb Schierkolk 
                                                 19  Hannah Lee 

 
There will be a Blood 

Drive at Grace  
Tuesday, February 15-  

11:30am-6:00pm  
 For information contact                    

                       Elaine Miedema, 845-9972 

 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

1 2 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

3 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
Boards Meet 7pm 
Council Meets  
8pm  
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 

7 8 
 

9 

Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 

10 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

13 

Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
Valentine’s Event 
1-3pm 

14 
 
 
 

15 

 
 
 
 
 
11:30am-6pm 

16 

Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
  

17 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 

18 

 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 

20  

Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 

21 
 

22 
Faith Evening 
Circle 11am 

23 
Confirmation 6pm 
 
Answers For Kids 
7pm 
 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

24 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10am 
 
 

 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 

 
 

26 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

27 

Sunday School 
9am 
 
Fellowship 10am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
Stewardship 
Fundraiser Meal 
11:45am 

28 
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GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Sunday School      9:00 AM             Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM       Fellowship         10:00 AM  
         
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Watch Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Seminary Intern Scott Erickson    scfaer@hotmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


