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1 Peter 1:23 since you have been born again, not of perisha-
ble seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding
word of God.

One of the most common tactics used by the enemies of
God, from the very beginning of time, is to try and undermine
the Word of God. A few years ago, I was on a panel with a
number of pastors, and we were being asked questions by var-
ious students that had gathered together. They were asking
whatever questions might come to mind. I don’t remember all
the questions. Some were serious, some were silly, some were
honest, and some were hostile. One of the questions, the one
that I do remember, was asked so that each one on the panel
would answer it. The question was basically, “What is the Bi-
ble?” Unfortunately, a number of answers fell far short of
what the Bible reveals about itself, and those answers leave
people with no confidence or assurance of God’s mercy and
forgiveness.

The Bible is God’s revelation to us and has been given to us
so that we might know Jesus and the work He has done to
save us from our sins (John 20:30-31). Because of false teach-
ing, and the fear and doubt it creates, it is beneficial for us to
take time regularly to consider what the Bible is. It is God’s
inspired word, delivered to us so that we might know our sin
and the work of Christ to save us and give us eternal life. It is
God’s revelation of His character, His plan, and His promises.
God’s word is effective, sufficient, and perfect. We rejoice to
consider these and many other facets of God’s great gift to us.

Here and now, we will look at a couple wonderful character-
istics of the Bible. In 1 Peter 1:23, we have a couple of words
that describe God’s word for us. One is that the Word is
“living.” If we looked at 1 Peter 1:3, we would see that word
“living,” describing the hope which we have as Christians be-
cause of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our hope has not
disappeared because it is living. Our hope continues, it thrives,
because death has no power over Jesus who gives to us eternal
life.

The Word of God is not dead. It is not a lifeless thing that
has dried up and withered into insignificance. It is not like the
flowers of the field (Isaiah 40:8, 1 Peter 1:24-25). The Word
of God is not useless and pointless but brings about what God
desires by its power (Isaiah 55:10-11). It is living.

We might also be reminded of Hebrews 4:12, which says,
“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit,
of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and in-
tentions of the heart.” In this verse, living emphasizes that it is
working and not static or stationary. By the grace of God, the
Word of God is sent where it is needed and does its necessary
work in the hearts of people like us. In light of Hebrews and
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the context of 1 Peter 1, we should also note that because the
Word of God is living it is also able to bring life to spiritually
dead sinners.

In Hebrews, the word “living” is paired with “active.” In 1
Peter, it is joined with “abiding” or “enduring.” What does it
mean that the word of God is abiding? The idea makes me
think of something that can be counted on. It abides so it is
there when we need it. It also means that it will not fade out of
importance or existence. As Jesus said, “For truly, I say to
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot,
will pass from the Law until all is accomplished” (Matthew
5:18). In our world today people claim that the Bible is irrele-
vant and outdated. It does not have what it takes to keep up
with the modern world and the troubles of our contemporary
culture. But the Word abides. It stays in place because it the
Word of God which speaks to every facet of life in any age or
culture. It stands the test of time. In fact, we rejoice to hear
that God’s Word is even more sure and lasting then all of cre-
ation. As Jesus also said, “Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

It should not surprise us that God’s Word is described as
“abiding” or “enduring” because this is how Jesus Himself is
described. He is the one who remains. When others are faith-
less what does Jesus do? He remains faithful (2 Timothy
2:13). When others can not continue their service because of
weakness or death Jesus remains in His office; he continues
(Hebrews 7:3). When others disappear, Jesus does not (John
12:34).

The Bible is unique
because it is the Word
of God. It does not just
contain some things
which we say are
God’s words, from the
beginning to the end it
is the living and abid-
ing Word of God. May *
the Lord increase our
joy and thankfulness in
His holy Word. Thanks *
be to God for the Bible,
which has been given
to us so that we might

He’s Alive
April 3 & 4, 2026

Easter Sunday
April 5, 2026

Grace Quarterly Meeting

receive God’s grace April 19, 2026
angyn}fcf_ffo‘,, e Ladies Salad Supper
Dennis Norby April 24, 2026

e Confirmation Sunday
May 3, 2026



Grace Council Updates

Mont hly Meeting:

Thursday, Apr il 9,
Deacons Meet 6:30pm
Boards Meet 7:00pm
Council Meets ~ 8:00pm

Quarterly Congregational \
HOLY WETEK
Sunday, Apr il 19, 2026

Potluck following the service Thursday, April 2~ Maundy Thursday

Congregational Meeting will

begin at approximately 12:30pm 7pm Service with Holy Communion

Friday, April 3~ Good Friday

Compl ete Council meeting mi_nutes and monthly
financial report are avail dpmidedAliveipresentaiopy r oo m.
Saturday, April 4~ 2pm & 7pm He& Alive presentation
: : Sunday, April 5~ Easter Sunday
Financial Summary
As of 3/ 27/ 26 9am Breakfast
Gener a+r560R.Ald 10:30am Divine Worship with Holy Communion

Buil di ng =b1m499.27 Fund
(Sign=$897.78; Parking Lot=$6,659.05;
Exterior Maintenance=5$6,852.44)

Schol ar s863@.25%5 und

Semi nar=$0.0F un d H E 6 S A L I V E

Gener al Fu$5R01@D (1) =

Gener al Fue#3b336D (2) . .
General Fe$ldo7CD ( 3) Friday, April 3
Parking Lot $fp32 CD (1) = Tpm

2pm & 7pm

Hés Alive Rehearsal Zon Free Lutheran Events

Wednesda$, April

5:00pm Cast & Crew arrive in shifts Sundays

;:(iol?md ?e;sgl.-{eh?rsalr i 9:00am Divine Worship
200pm  Cast & Crom e i i 10:00am Fellowship

?2:%5pr$1 (rjagc (?L glre’w arﬁvg irn slhilfts aleh Gl essi IR
2:00pm He’s Alive presentation WMF

7:00pm He’s Alive presentation )
7:00pm Monday, April 20
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p&ase /'o.m us /or a
Wedding Shower

—— HONORING ——

Heallier Fischier

T April 12—
2:00 pm
At Grace Free Lutheran Church

‘Registry at theknot.com or amazon

Grace Free Lutheran WMF joyfully

invites all ladies to our annual

FADIES TVENING

Grace Free Lutheran Church
2351 West Main Street, Valley City
FRIDAY | APRIL 24™" | 5:30 PM
Come enjoy a variety of salads and
fellowship, with music and

encouragement to follow at 7:00 PM.

EVE AT U R I\ G

GWEN THIELGES

A SURRENDERED HEART:
WORSHIP THROUGH HARDSHIP
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s BIRTHDAYS

Roxanne Stensland
Claire Shanenko (Jeremy)
Becky Schroeder
Greg Pfennig
Easton Grotberg
6 Tim Berntson
Lori Pritchett
9 Kristin Peterson
Katrina Zeltinger
14 Frank Christensen
16 Pat Hansen
21 Monte Pritchett
Connor Pfennig (Greg)
25 Jakob Rolf
26 Cade Powers
Samuel Dahl (Mardy)
27 SueAnn Berntson
28 Katy Borg (Kevin)
30 Wally Bjornson
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Mi ssionaries
10 Bethany Lee (John)

APRI L

Sundays
9am Sunday School-all ages
10:30am Divine Worship
Wednesdays
6pm Confirmation
7pm Answers For Kids

Y outh Group
Adult Bible Study
Wo m&n Bi bl e St
10am Thursdays

Me& Prayer
7am Saturdays
Quilting
Ipm Thursday, April 9
END WMF Sprin
9:30am Saturday, April 18
in Grand Forks
Potluck & Qua
11:30am Sunday, April 19
WMF Bi bl e Stu
7pm Monday, April 20
Ladies Sal ad
5:30pm Friday, April 24
Catechization
Sunday, April 26
Faith Circle
9:30am Tuesday, April 28
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Verse
o the Wlonihs

March~

John 10:14 -15 - 'l am the good shepherd.
| know my own and my own know me,
%just as the Father knows me and | know
the Father; and | lay down my life for the
sheep.

February~

Deuteronomy 7:6 - For you are a people
holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your
God has chosen you to be a people for
his treasured possession, out of all the
peoples who are on the face of the earth.

January~

John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we have seen
his glory, glory as of the only Son from
the Father, full of grace and truth.

December~

John 1:1-2 - !In the beginning was the
Word, and Word was with God, and the
Word was God. *He was in the beginning
with God.

November~
Psalm 34:3 - O magnify the LORD with me,
And let us exalt His name together.

October~
Psalm 46:1 - God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble.

September~

John 10:10 - The thief comes only to steal
and kill and destroy. | came that they may
have life and have it abundantly.

August~

Hebrews 11:1 - Now faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen.
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EASTERN NORTH D/

WMF SPRI NG RA

Saturday, April 18, 2026
Registration & Coff
$15 registration fee (includes luncheon)
Rally begins at
Trinity Free Lutheran Church
3426 Chestnut St, Grand Forks, ND
Rally Theme
Jesus Our Peace in Chaos
Theme Verse
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at
all times in every way. The Lord be with you all.
2 Thessalonians 3:16
Guest Speakers
Steve & Glenda Kvale with
Wycliffe Bible Translators

AFLC Annu
Juneld3,O
Moor head,
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St. Paul’s Free Lutheran Church in Fargo will host the 2026
AFLC Annual Conference at Concordia College in Moorhead.
Please consider attending as this is a great opportunity to experi-
ence the annual conference without having to travel far.
Registration is now open at www.aflc.org/conferences/
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AFLC Ministry
Focus for April
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Themé&Come Away
Mi ssi on: The ARC exi sts
providing a place where
a positive difference in
communities.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Women’s Bible Heés Al i v ¢ Men’s Prayer 7am
Study 10am 7pm
Hés Al i ve
2pm & 7p
5 EASTER 6 7 8 9 10 11
[ Confirmation 6pm | Women’s Bible Men’s Prayer 7am
( ) @) Answers For Kids | Study 10am
o
Easter Breakfast YI:)uth Group 7pm Quilting 1pm
9am .
7Adllfllt Bible Study Deacons Meet
Divine Worship p 6:30pm
with Holy Boards Meet 7pm
Communion Council Meets
10:30am 8pm
12 sunday 13 14 15 16 17 18
School 9am Confirmation 6pm | Women’s Bible Men’s Prayer 7am
Answers For Kids | Study 10am
Fellowship 10am 7pm
.. . Youth Group 7pm END WMF
Divine Worship Adult Bible Study Spring Rally
10:30am Tpm In Grand Forks
Bridal Shower for
Heather Fischer
2pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Sunday School WMF Bible Confirmation 6pm | Women’s Bible Ladi es E| Men’sPrayer 7am
9am Study Tpm Answers For Kids Study 10am Sal ad Su
7pm 5:30pm
Fellowship 10am Youth Group 7pm
Divine Worship Adult Bible Study
10:30am Tom
Potluck 5 *
Quarterly &%‘ADMINISTPATIVE
Congregational - YPROFESSIONALS
Meeting 12:30pm ]
26 27 28 29 30
Sunday School Faith Circle Answers For Kids | Women’s Bible
9am 9:30am 7pm Study 10am

Fellowship 10am

Divine Worship
10:30am

Catechization

Youth Group 7pm
Adult Bible Study
Tpm




GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH

2351 West Main St
Valley City, ND 58072

Sundays at Grace Sundays at Zion
Sunday School 9:00 AM (SeptemberMay) Divine Worship 9:00 AM
Divine Worship 10:30 AM Fellowship 10:00 AM

Sundays:Lift High the Cross KOVC (149010 AM KSJB(6008 AM
Watch Live! Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online

Church office hours are 8:00 AM — 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri Phone: (701) 845-2753
E-mail: gracefree@msn.com Website: www.gracefree.com
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby  thenorbys@msn.com

Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester gracefree@msn.com
Children's Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl



