
 

“So they picked up stones to throw at him, but  
Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.” 
(John 8:59) 
 
   The world has devised all sorts of ways to exe-
cute someone. In our modern day, lethal injections 
might be used. Going back a few years, perhaps 
the electric chair or going back a bit further it 
might be the hangman’s noose. Since the inven-
tion of the firearm, executions have also been per-
formed with a firing squad. In the ancient world 
our Savior was put to death using the Roman 
method specifically designed to cause a greatly 
extended time of suffering and pain. The Jewish 
people used a method no less painful although 
likely shorter. They picked up stones and threw 
them at the one to be executed. 

   According to Alfred Edersheim, in his book, 
Sketches of Jewish Social Life, the Jewish people 
noted certain signs at the time of death and the 
manner of dying. He writes, “To die with a happy 
smile, or at least with a bright countenance, or 
looking upward, was a good omen; to look down-
ward, to seem disturbed, to weep, or even to turn 
to the wall, were evil signs” (p. 153). 

   These kinds of ideas did not stay with the Jews 
only. At the time of Luther’s death, the ones who 
were close to him created what is called a death 
mask, a mold of his face and also of his hands. 
These were created because Luther’s friends want-
ed to make sure people knew he wasn’t in a state 
of fear or terror as death drew near. Justus Jonas, 
the new pastor of the church in Halle also wrote a 
number of things about Luther’s death so that peo-
ple knew he did not die suddenly or in his sleep 
which were believed at that time to show that the 
person who died was wicked. It was believed that 
someone who died suddenly was wicked and 
dragged away by the Devil because they did not 
have time to confess their sins. 

   These signs or omens are not connected to the 
truth of God’s Word so we cannot be swayed by 
them, and we can just simply call them supersti-
tions. But I do not think we should skip by one of 
the stories in the book of Acts 7 that shows the 

Lord’s care for someone in their dying moments. 
A number of people had listened to Stephen 
preach and then in their anger they ground their 
teeth, cried out with a loud voice, stopped their 
ears, and rushed together at him (Acts 7:54, 57). 
They then cast him out of the city and stoned him 
to death. As Stephen was dying by a mob action 
he was looking up to heaven, praying and rejoic-
ing in the sight before his eyes: Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God (v. 55). The Lord’s grace 
and great mercy extended to Stephen in his dying 
moments. 

   In John 8 a group of Jews accuse Jesus of being 
a Samaritan and having a demon. He puts them in 
their place telling them they have not known the 
Father and they were liars. This leads to them 
picking up stones to put an end to his life. But the 
Savior was not going to die by stoning. The Lord 
hid himself and went out of the Temple (John 
8:59). 

   The Lord’s death would come about on a cross, 
on a tree. This was something that Scripture 
speaks about as being a curse from God. Deuter-
onomy 21:23 mentions this and Paul quotes Deu-
teronomy in Galatians 3:13 saying, “Cursed is 
everyone who is hanged on a tree.” 

   I bring up these things to remind us that we are 
not likely going to be able to face the right way or 
have the right expression on our faces when we 
die. We just aren’t powerful enough to make 
things happen the way we might want. But our 
Savior Jesus did not have His life taken from Him. 
As we read in John 10:18, Jesus says, “No one 
takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord. I have the authority to lay it down, 
and I have the authority to take it up again. This 
charge I have received from my Father.” He laid 
down His life for us according to the plan of God 
as prophesied about by the Prophets. 
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   Our Savior Jesus Christ not only had the power 
to orchestrate how His death would come about 
and how his dying would happen --- He had the 
power to take up His life again. Our Lord has 
power over sin and death. Through faith in Christ, 
we can face death and dying with confidence. We 
may or may not have a smile on our face when we 
die, and we might die suddenly or in our sleep but 
if we die with faith – that great and wonderful gift 
of God – we pass from this life into eternity with 
Jesus Christ. When death comes to a believer it 
comes having its power defeated and its sting re-
moved as Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “’O 
death, where is your victory? O death, where is 
your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the pow-
er of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

 

 

 

Grace Free Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting  

Thursday, June 9, 2022 

Deacons Meet 6:30pm 

Boards Meet 7pm 

                Council Meets 8pm 

 
Complete Council meeting minutes and monthly 

financial report are available in the copy room. 
 
 

Financial Summary 
As of  5/31/2022 
 General Fund=$144,967.58 
 Building Improvement Fund=$25,128.23 
(Sign=$1,483.23; Parking Lot=$350.00;  
Exterior Maintenance=$23,295.00) 
 Scholarship Fund=$11.093.22 
 Seminary Fund=$12,759.54 
 General Fund CD=$40,268.71 
 Parking Lot Fund CD=$48,322.18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    Zion’s Schedule 

Sundays    

 9am Divine Worship 

Wednesdays 

 7pm Adult Bible Study at Grace 

 7pm Youth Group at Grace 

 

Lake Chapel Services 
Sundays at 9:00am 

May 29 through September 4 
 
June 5  Mike Woodley 
June 12 Joe Frech 
June 19 Tim Huber 
June 26 Tim Hager 

 
The Chapel is located 1/2 mile south of 
Bay Shore Resort overlooking Lake     
Ashtabula.  The interdenominational    
services are conducted by laymen.   

Everyone is welcome~ come as you are! 



Dear Grace Free,  
   The money you have given 
me this year has been a great 
blessing for me. I've enjoyed 
all the new friends, the activities, and even the job 
experience I've experienced. I have learned so 
much about the Old and New Testament this year. 
Throughout the year I have come to see more and 
more all the ways in which God has chosen to love 
his people. Whether we love him or not, we were 
reminded over and over again of 1 Timothy 2:4 
which says, "God desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth." God's 
word was made known to me through daily devo-
tions that we were all encouraged to have, through 
all the community on campus, and especial-
ly through the teaching of Scripture by professors 
in each of my classes. Since the beginning of the 
year, I have been strengthening my foundation and 
learning knowledge that will last. Thank you 
Grace Free for all the ways in which you have 
blessed me.  
Abigail Peterson 
 
    I am very thankful for my second semester at 
FLBC and the opportunity to be in God’s Word 
every day, learn more about it, and grow in my 
relationship with Him. One of my favorite classes 
from second semester was Romans with Pastor 
Adam Osier. We covered the entire book of Ro-
mans verse by verse in this class, and we learned 
about the doctrinal truths and practical applica-
tions in the book. I also really enjoyed continuing 
to study the Old Testament in Historical Books. 
One of my favorite parts of this class was reading 
Joshua through Nehemiah and learning more 
about God and who He is. A common theme that 
our professor, Doctor Brent Olson, emphasized 
was that the battle belongs to the Lord. These 
books remind us that God is in control and that 
His timing is best. He remains faithful to His peo-
ple, and His love is steadfast and unconditional. 
God’s name is not mentioned at all in the book of 
Esther, but we know that He is still sovereignly 
ordering history, and He is always present. In 
Principles of Congregational Life, we learned 
about the importance of being an active church 
member. I really enjoyed the opportunity to sing at 
several different churches around the Midwest on 
choir tour, and I am very grateful for new friend-
ships at FLBC. I am excited to be on the Covenant 
team teaching VBS to preschoolers this summer, 
and I will be returning to FLBC in the fall. Thank 
you so much for all your prayers and support. 
Britta Roehrich 

   It’s crazy to think that I have completed my 2 
years at Free Lutheran Bible College. It definitely 

didn’t go exactly the way I planned but it was a 
beautiful and wonderful blessing. One of the big 
ways I saw God working over these last two years 

was in His provision. Not only did He provide in 
the physical things but He daily provided me with 
courage and strength to get through the trials that 

came my way. He also provided me with the will 
to do my work diligently and the understanding 
that the school work I was doing while at the Free 

Lutheran Bible College was not only done for a 
grade but was done to further my knowledge of 
His word. I am so grateful for the growth that 

came from my time spent and the Bible College 
and I am hopeful for the plans God has for me in 
the years to come.   FLBC has equipped me to 
confidently share the message of truth and I know 

that I will be used by God according to His will. 
Thank you for your prayers and support over my 
last two years at the Bible College and for the  

continued prayers in the years to come. I am so 
grateful to be a part of this congregation.   
Katy (Meester) Kupser 

 

 
 

Grace Free Church Picnic  
Sunday, June 12  
at Mel Rieman Recreation 
Area, Baldhill Dam 
Meet at the dam following 

the worship service. 
Hotdogs, hamburgers, water 

and lemonade will be 
provided. Please bring a 
dish to share, chairs, and  
yard games if you’d like! 
In case of bad weather, 
the picnic will be held 

at the church. 



 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

INVITES YOU TO VBS 

Sunday June 5th to Thursday June 9th  

From 5:30-8:30 
G’day Mates! Come zoom with us to Australia, 

where we will discover what the Bible says 
about the value of life, that we are made in the 

image of God, and that we are wonderfully 
designed to know Him and live for Him. Out of 

His love, God offers us salvation through 
His son, Jesus. 

       
Online Registration:  mysnswers.com/vbs/events/ 

Free meal nightly        Contact: Erin Dahl 388.0631 

 

 
 
 
 
Quilting 
 Wednesday, June 8 at 1pm 
WMF Quarterly Meeting 
 Monday, June 13 at 7pm 
Faith Evening Circle 
 Tuesday, June 28 at 11am 
Men’s Discipleship  
 Tuesday June 14, 28 at 6am  
Men’s Prayer 
 Saturdays at 7am 

 
 
                                              

 
 
2   Claudia Gilbertson                
3   Titus Mehlhoff (Caleb) 
      Jeffrey Richman                                    
     Steve Richman 
4   Abby Shanenko (Eric)  
6   Colleen McGinnity 
     Rebecca Drummond 
7   Vivian Stugelmeyer             
     Tricia Pfennig (Greg)                 
10  Kinsley Hoots (Nathan) 
12  Josh Schroeder        20 Delores Card 
13  Kevin McGinnity                21 Haley Jensen 
      Duane Wetch         22 Brandon Pritchett      
14  Danny Schroeder           28 Amelia Meester (Tom) 
15  Elaine Almberg         
     Trevan Pfennig (Greg) 
      Wanda Niess           Our Missionaries 
16 Jessa Hafele                1 Steve Kvale  
19 Ashten Hannig (Darin)   21 Emily Raan 
                     Elijah Wagner (Josh)                                         
           29 Jeremiah Jore (Nate)          

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Camp at Wilderness Bible Camp,  
Lake Park, MN July 12-17 
  
Teen Camp at FaHoCha  
July 31-August 5  
 
Pre-Teen Camp at FaHoCha  
August 7-11 
 
Registration forms are available at the  
kiosk. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Youth Group at 
YSC 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

2 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
Lake Chapel– 
Mike Woodley 
9am 
 
Divine Worship 
with Holy  
Communion 
10:30am 
 
VBS 5:30-8:30pm 

6 
VBS 5:30-8:30pm 

7 
VBS 5:30-8:30pm 
 
 

8 

Quilting 1pm 
 
VBS 5:30-8:30pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

9 

VBS 5:30-8:30pm 
 
Deacons Meet 
6:30pm 
 
Boards Meet 7pm 
 
Council Meets  
8pm  
 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

12 

Lake Chapel–  
Joe Frech 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
Picnic at 
Mel Rieman  
Recreation Area 
following the 
service 

13 
WMF Quarterly 
Meeting 7pm 
 
 
 

14 

Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
 
 
 

15 
Youth Group 7pm 

 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 
 
 

16 

 
 
 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
Men’s Prayer 7am 

 
 

19 

Lake Chapel–  
Tim Huber 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 

 

 

22 

Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

23 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

24 
 
 

 
 

25 
Men’s Prayer 7am 
 
 

26 

Lake Chapel–  
Tim Hager 9am 
 
Divine Worship 
10:30am 
 

27 

 
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

28 
Men’s  
Discipleship 6am 
 
Faith Evening 
Circle 11am 

29 
Youth Group 7pm 
 
Adult Bible Study 
7pm 

30   

2022 

AFLC Annual Conference at ARC June 15-18 

Looking Ahead… 
Wilderness Family Camp 
July 12-17 
Teen Camp at FaHoCha 
July 31-August 5 
Pre-teen Camp at FaHoCha 
August 7-11 
Registration forms are 
available at the kiosk. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRACE FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2351 WEST MAIN ST. 
VALLEY CITY   ND 58072 

 

«AddressBlock» 

 
Sundays at Grace  Sundays at Zion 
     Divine Worship    10:30 AM       Divine Worship      9:00 AM 
                      
             
          
 
Sundays: Lift High the Cross  KOVC (1490) 10 AM  KSJB(600) 8 AM  
Watch Live!  Sunday Mornings at 10:30 AM at www.gracefree.com/watch-online 
 
Church office hours are 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM, Mon-Fri              Phone:  (701) 845-2753     
 
E-mail:  gracefree@msn.com                                                       Website:  www.gracefree.com 
 
Senior Pastor Dennis Norby   thenorbys@msn.com 
Seminary Intern Joe Frech  joefrech07@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant~ Sarah Meester     gracefree@msn.com  
Children’s Ministry Leader~ Erin Dahl 


